PARKS 

	Yellowstone National Park 
Highlights 
Yellowstone is so much more than a collection of scenic features and natural curiosities. The way to see Yellowstone is not with guidebook in hand, checking off attractions (okay, did the Grand Canyon, what's next?), but to feel it, to give it the time and contemplation it deserves. But, while you're communing in this monument to nature, we recommend a few not-be-missed-highlights. See the Yellowstone Overview Map for locations. 

Geysers and Hot Springs 

The world's greatest concentration of thermal features is found inYellowstone; many of the most famous geysers and hot springs are located on the west side of the,park along the fifty mile stretch of road between Mammoth Hot Springs and Old Faithful. Areas to visit include the Mammoth Hot Springs Terraces, Norris Geyser Basin, Fountain Paint Pots, Firehole Lake Drive, Midway Geyser Basin, Biscuit Basin, Black Sand Basin, and the Old Faithful area. Visitor Centers along this road are located at Mammoth Hot Springs, Norris Geyser Basin, and Old Faithful. The Madison Museum, which houses an artist-in-residence program, is located at Madison Junction.

Old Faithful 
They say a watched pot never boils, but Old Faithful, world's best-known geyser, faithfully erupts every 35 to 120 minutes for 1.5 to 5 minutes. The longer the eruption lasts, the longer the interval until the next eruption. It's not possible to predict more than one eruption in advance. Although it's best to have a laissez faire attitude about the eruptions, you can call the Old Faithful Visitor Center (see address & phone number) for current prediction times. Check out the view from Geyser Hill, and watch the wind direction or you may only see steam.


Norris Geyser Basin 
The hottest, most thermal basin in the park. This, in addition to its acidic water (most other areas in the park have alkaline water) makes Norris' appearance a gorgeous anomoly. It's best viewed from the Porcelain Basin overlook trail near the museum. 


Mammoth Hot Springs 
These are quite different from other springs or geysers. Here the hot waters cascade over a series of delicately colored rimstone pools. Limestone dissolved in the waters deep beneath the surface is deposited rapidly to form terraces and pools that literally change from day to day.



Grand Canyon of the Yellowstone 

Yellowstone's Grand Canyon leaves many people breathless. Go to Artist Point, Inspiration Point, or Lookout Point. Look down at the deceptively tiny river below, at the wisps of steam, and the pastel canyon walls. Here you can see ospreys far below, as they wheel and soar over the canyon bottom. Or stand on the lip of the Lower Falls; watch the bottle-green Yellowstone River break into frothy white jets as it drops away 309 feet into the canyon below; listen to its constant wild roar; feel the spray on your face. Some 41 falls are found throughout the park; many can be seen only if you hike the backcountry. A visitor center is located at Canyon Village. 


Lake Area 

Yellowstone Lake, with 110 miles of shoreline, is North America's largest mountain lake. The area is prime habitat for a variety of birds and animals, and draws anglers and boaters as well. Mud Volcano, 6 miles north of Fishing Bridge Junction, and West Thumb Geyser Basin, 22 miles north of the South Entrance, are unique thermal areas. They hint of the complex ecologic story of Yellowstone Lake. Permits for fishing and boating are available at Lake Ranger Station and Grant Village Visitor Center. A museum is located at Fishing Bridge.


Wildlife 

Yellowstone shelters a variety of wildlife. They roam millions of acres, and habitat preferences and seasonal cycles of movement determine, in a general sense, where a particular animal may be at a particular time. Early morning and evening hours are when animals tend to be feeding and thus are more easily seen. But remember that the numbers and variety of animals you see are largely a matter of luck and coincidence. Check out wildlife viewing and visitors centers for detailed information. 
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This is a wonderland that you can return to again and again, sampling a different pleasure each time. All the sites mentioned here are easily accessible along the loop roads of the park. But the farther you get from the pavement, and the farther from July and August you schedule your visit, the more private your experience will be. Behind the wheel, expect to average about 30 mph during peak season.

The Upper Loop
Mammoth Hot Springs -- Here, 5 miles south of the park's north entrance at Gardiner, Montana, you'll find some of the park's spectacular thermal areas, including unique limestone terraces (the Upper and Lower terraces. The Albright Visitor Center is here, with some interesting exhibits and a bookstore, as well as the Mammoth Hot Springs Hotel. Your best bet: Follow the interpretive trail through the terraces.

Norris Geyser Basin -- South of Mammoth Hot Springs, you'll find several impressive geysers, geothermal areas of different type and age, as well as two museums. Norris is conveniently close to the west entrance of the park at West Yellowstone. You can follow boardwalks north and south (the south has more activity, but the north takes you across the dramatic Porcelain Basin). Best bet: Tour both boardwalks.

Canyon Village Area -- East of Norris, the Grand Canyon of the Yellowstone River provides some of the park's best views. There are hikes of all lengths and for all abilities here. Canyon Village is one of the most developed sections of the park, with lots of facilities and lodging choices. The canyon might not be as big as the Grand Canyon in Arizona, but it's got its own dynamic beauty. Best bet: Hike one of the rim trails.

Tower-Roosevelt Area -- The closest of the major park areas to the northeast entrance (just west of Cooke City, Montana), this is also one of the most easygoing areas of the park, away from the big crowds and a short drive from the Lamar Valley, dubbed "The Serengeti of North America" for its wildlife. The Roosevelt Lodge Cabins are a great budget lodging if you want to rough it without pitching a tent, and Tower Fall provides a dramatic backdrop for photos. Your best bet: Scope Lamar Valley for wolves and bears; dusk and dawn are optimal times.

The Lower Loop
Old Faithful Area -- Old Faithful remains an enduring symbol of Yellowstone, and you'll find standing-room-only crowds at each eruption. The historic Old Faithful Inn is located here, and the new Old Faithful Snow Lodge is a worthy addition. The most convenient access is from West Yellowstone and the park's west entrance. Boardwalks crisscross the Upper Geyser Basin, offering views of numerous geysers other than Old Faithful. Your best bet: Climb to the top of Observation Point for a lesser-seen view of Old Faithful's classic burst.

Lake Village Area -- On the north shore of Yellowstone Lake you'll find many fishing and boating opportunities, as well as fine dining and lodging choices. The Lake Yellowstone Hotel is one of the two best choices in the park. This area is the closest to Yellowstone's east entrance, which is about 50 miles from Cody, Wyoming. The beautiful Hayden Valley is nearby. You can rent a boat at Bay Bridge to get out and try to catch one of those elusive lake trout. Best bet: Take a sunset tour from Lake Yellowstone Hotel in one of Xanterra Parks & Resorts' classic 1930s touring buses.

Grant Village/West Thumb Areas -- Grant Village is the southernmost of the park's developments, a nondescript collection of modern buildings on the south end of Yellowstone Lake. The West Thumb Geyser Basin and the Grant Village Visitor Center are nearby. West Thumb has a lakeside boardwalk that allows views of geysers that are on both sides of the water's edge. Best bet: Take an afternoon stroll on the boardwalks and gander at some of the jewels of Yellowstone's geothermal wonders.

Yellowstone National Park Hotels
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	Absaroka Lodge
	Gardiner, MT
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	Bar N Ranch
	West Yellowstone, MT
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	Canyon Lodge and Cabins
	Canyon Village Area
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	Comfort Inn
	Gardiner, MT
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	Grant Village
	Grant Village
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	Holiday Inn SunSpree Resort
	West Yellowstone, MT
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	Lake Lodge Cabins
	Lake Village Area


	[image: image50.png]




	[image: image51.png]




	[image: image52.png]



	[image: image53.png]



	[image: image54.png]



	Lake Yellowstone Hotel and Cabins
	Lake Village Area
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	Mammoth Hot Springs Hotel and Cabins
	Mammoth Hot Springs Area
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	Moose Creek Cabins
	West Yellowstone, MT
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	Old Faithful Inn
	Old Faithful Area
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	Old Faithful Lodge Cabins
	Old Faithful Area
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	Old Faithful Snow Lodge and Cabins
	Old Faithful Area
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	Roosevelt Lodge Cabins
	Tower-Roosevelt Area
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	Three Bear Lodge
	West Yellowstone, MT
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	Yellowstone Suites Bed and Breakfast
	Gardiner, MT
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Read more: http://www.frommers.com/destinations/yellowstonenationalpark/809_indacc.html#ixzz0LXlq0b9l
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