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1 Royal Barge Museum 

Where: 80/1 Soi Rim Klong Bangkok Noi, Arum Amarin
When 8:30-4:30; A/C 3, 7, 9, 11, 124; River Taxi from Maha Rat Pier
Admission 30 baht
Boats for a king Just as royalty now drives around in beautiful cars, so Thai kings used splendidly carved boats as their everyday transportation in the days when Bangkok was very much the "Venice of the East." The grandest of all the royal boats in the museum, the Suphannahonsa, was first used in 1911 by King Rama VI. It is 148 feet long., intricately carved and gilded, and was reserved exclusively for the king, who sat under the gold canopy in the center. The prow rears up into a mythical swan-like bird known as a hongsa. Manned by more than 50 oarsmen, it must have been a wonderful sight as it passed Wat Arun and the riverfront of the Royal Palace. Once in a while-as, for example, at the commemoration of King Bhumibol's 50th anniversary on the throne in December 1996- the Suphannahonga and her sister boats are launched on the river as the centerpiece of grand celebrations. 

Boats for lesser mortals The second-largest barge in the shed is the Anantangaraj. It is beautifully carved and has a seven-headed naga serpent at its prow. Around it are others from the royal fleet-when 19th-century Thai kings went out, they were accompanied by hundreds of vessels. Among them is a barge similar to the one sent to greet the British diplomat Sir John Bowring, who had been sent to make a trade pact with the king in 1855. The barge had "the gilded and emblazoned image of an idol at its prow, with two flags like vanes grandly ornamented..." 
2 Klong Bangkok Yai

Boats from Tianand Rajini piers
One of the best ways to escape the hell of Bangkok's traffic is to take to the water-a swimming pool, a ride on the riverbus, or a trip on the canals. Klong Bangkok Yai leads from the Chao Phraya to the treasures of Thonburi. 

From the river The easiest and cheapest way of getting along Klong Bangkok Yai is on one of the regular long-tail boats from either Tian or Rajini piers on the Chao Phraya. On the right (north) bank as you enter the canal lies Wat Sang Krachai, dating from the Ayutthaya period and restored by early Chakri kings. As you pass under the first of Thonburj's main bridges, look for Wat Welurachin on the left bank, noted for its 19th-century murals. Beyond the next bridge is Wat lnthararam (left bank), containing the ashes of King Taksin, who moved the Siamese capital to Thonburi in 1768 where he was deposed and killed 14 years later. Note the beautiful lacquer decorations on the doors in the ordination hall.

Back to the river At the junction of Klong Sanam Chai and Bangkok Noi sits Wat Pak Nam, a huge temple from the Ayutthaya period, noted for its meditation center. From here Klong Bangkok Yai curves north until it meets Klong 

Bang Noi (left) and Klong Mon (right), which leads back to the Chao Phraya river. Continuing straight across this junction, Klong Bangkok Yai is called Klong Chak Phra and leads, in a great arc, to Klong Bangkok Noi, and thence to the Royal Barge Museum and the Chao Phraya river.  

3 Wat Ra Kang

Where: Soi Wat Ra Kang Khosiaram, off Thanon Arun Amarin
When 5AM-9PM; Express boat to Chang pier, then cross-river ferry to Wat Ra Kang

Claims that the Ayutthaya period was one of the high points of Thai art are supported by this undervisited temple delightfully situated on the banks of the river. Its murals and I woodcarvings are exceptionally fine. 

Bell temple Most vacationers overlook this delightful smaller wat, which dates from the Ayutthaya period, as does its neighbor Wat Arun (27). King Taksin undertook serious restorations when he settled in Thonburi, and Rama I rebuilt it extensively. Rakang means bell, and at 8AM and 6PM every day the wat's many bells are rung. The lovely garden feels far removed from bustling--Bangkok and is a great place to rest, to enjoy the cross-river view of the Grand Palace, or even to meditate. 

A Royal present. The beautiful library on the compound of Wat Ra Kang was a gift from Rama I to the temple after he founded the Chakri Dynasty. He lived in this elegant 18th-century teak building before he became king, and carried out extensive renovations at the time. The building was suffering from neglect a few years ago, and was restored by the Association of Siamese Architects. The stucco and carved wooden doors and window panels are incredibly fine examples of the Ayutthaya style, depicting figures from the epic Ramakien, the Thai interpretation of the Indian Hindu Ramayana story. Both the doors and the murals on the interior walls-the work of the great priest-painter Phra .Acham Nak-are considered by art historians to be among the finest in Bangkok 

4 Wat Arun (Temple of Dawn)

Where: Thanon Arun Amarin
When 7-5; Express boat to Tian pier, then cross-river ferry
Located on the west bank of the Chao Phraya River, this temple can be reached either by Arun Amarin Road or by boat from Tha Tien Pier, near Wat Pho. It was restored during the brief Thonburi period to be the Royal Chapel of King Taksin. An important structure is a 79-metre-high pagoda or "Phra Prang" decorated with ceramic tiles and fragments of multicolored porcelain. The name of Wat Arun literary means "Temple of the Dawn", but the most beautiful view of it can be seen from the east side of the river at sunset.
Despite the competition from many skyscrapers fighting for space on Bangkok's skyline, the glittering towers of the Temple of Dawn rise tall above the river. Don't miss the sweeping views from its higher terraces.

The temple of Arun King Taksin chose this 17th  century wat for his royal temple and palace as it was the first place in Thonburi to catch the morning light. The Emerald Buddha was housed here after it was recaptured from Laos, before being moved to Wat Phra Kaeo in 1785. Even without the sacred statue, Wat Arun continued to be much revered, and the kings Rama II and Rama III reconstructed and enlarged it to its present height of 341 feet. Today, the wat has a long, elongated, Khmer- style prang (tower), and four minor towers, symbolizing Mount Meru, the terrestrial representation of the 33 heavens. The prangs are covered with pieces of porcelain, which Chinese boats coming to Bangkok used as ballast.

The main prang Steep steps lead to the two terraces that form the base of the prang (closed for restoration). The different layers, or heavens, are supported by kinnan, or half-humans, and frightening yakshas, or demons. Pavilions on the first platform contain statues of the Buddha at the most important stages of his life, while on the second terrace four statues of the Hindu god Indra stand guard.

Quiet stroll Most tourists come for the climb and don't have time for the rest of the wat, so it is a quiet place for a stroll. The main Buddha image inside the bot (chapel) is believed to have been designed by Rama II himself, but the murals date from the reign of Rama V. 

5 Mae Nam Chao Phraya

Public express boats
The Chao Phraya river, Bangkok's main artery, is a wonderful balm. To board a boat, sniff the breeze, and see the grand buildings lining the banks is one of the most exciting, unique, and soothing experiences in Bangkok. 

The river of kings You can learn much about the history of Bangkok from the Chao Phraya, for it is a city that was designed to be seen from the water: a hundred years ago you would have arrived upriver from the sea port rather than across the city from the airport. Besides the Grand Palace, look out for other buildings connected to the present Chakri Dynasty. These include the Royal Barge Museum, remains of two forts, Chakrabongse House, Wat Ra Kang, Sipakorn University, and a couple of royal residences between Krung Thon and Phra Pokklao bridges, one of which was the childhood home of Queen Sirikit. 

The river of the people The more congested road traffic becomes, the more people in Bangkok dream of returning to their river. Older inhabitants, in the shadow of the many new glass and concrete highrises, are still living waterborne lives in stilt-houses and on barges, dependent on the brown river for their washing, fishing, and transportation. People living on barges near Krung Thep Bridge (past the Marriott Royal Garden Riverside Hotel) trade in charcoal, while others work at the rice warehouses across :l1e river. Further upstream, look for market traders around Pak Klong Talaat and teak loggers with their goods moored around Krung Thon Bridge, waiting for it to be milled and :exported. This is some of the best spectator port Bangkok has to offer and, happily, you are lever far from a choice of refreshment. 

6 Grand Palace

Where: Thanon Nophralan
When 8:30-3:30; A/C bus 3, 8, 12, 25; daily 8:30-3:30; Express boats to Chang pier
The palace, home to the Thai royal family until 1946, is undoubtedly grand, but to appreciate its full splendor is difficult with so many jewels cramped into a relatively small area. Still, the effect is overwhelming. 

The oldest building When King Rama 1 moved from Thonburi to Rattanakosin his plan was to construct an exact copy of the destroyed Ayutthaya. First he built himself a palace and a royal temple, Wat Phra Kaeo (30). The oldest buildings are the Maha Montien and the Dusit Maha Prasad, the first brick building (1789) constructed in typical Thai style. Intended as an audience hall, it is now the resting place for deceased royals before the official cremation on Sanam Luang (32). 

The foreigner The magnificent Chakri Maha Prasad, designed 'by British architects, is often referred to as "the farang (foreigner) with the chada (head-dress worn by Thai dancers)," as the main building, in imperial Victorian style, is topped with three Thai spires. The first floor houses a display of weapons, while on the second there is the Throne Hall and impressive Reception Hall, The third floor contains the ashes of members of the royal family. 

Model changes The Wat Phra Kaeo Museum houses tiny Buddha images in precious materials and models showing alterations that have been made to the palace and Wat Phra Kaeo from their beginnings to the modern day. The Amarin Vinichai Prasad (Coronation Hall), built by Rama I and expanded by Raffia II and III, is part of the Maha Montien, and is traditionally the room in which each king spends the night after his coronation.

7 Wat Phra Kaeo 
Where: Thanon Nophralan

When 8:30-4:30; A/C bus 3, 8, 12, 25; boat Chang Pier
Admission fee 125 baht. (including a ticket to Vimanmek Royal Mansion). Proper attire is essential.

Wat Phra Kaeo, Temple of the Emerald Buddha, reveals some of the most stunning architecture in all Southeast Asia. It also explains the tradition of firm belief the Thai people have in the  Buddhist religion and in their nation. 

The Emerald Buddha Wat Phra Kaeo is the holiest of all Thai wats, and the small green-jade statue of the Buddha, high on its golden altar in the Chapel Royal, is the most sacred image in Thailand. When the statue was first found in 1434 it was covered in stucco. Years later, the stucco starred to crumble away and several miracles occurred, giving the Buddha a reputation for bringing good fortune. Today, thousands of worshipers pay their respects in front of the statue. The late Ayutthaya-style murals on the surrounding walls depict the lives of Buddha and the superb door panels with mother-of:" pearl inlay illustrate scenes from the Ramakien, the Thai version of the Indian Ramayana. The golden outer walls and gilded angels reflect the sun,. while bells along the roofline give voice to the wind. 

More temples and murals On the upper terrace next to the Chapel Royal are three other very sacred buildings: the Royal Pantheon, surrounded by gilded kinaree (male) and kinara (female) half-human figures; the Library, which holds the Tripitaka, the sacred Buddhist scriptures; and the impressive golden Phra Si Ratana chedi (pagoda), which houses ashes of Buddha. The nearby model of Angkor Wat is a reminder that Cambodia was once under Thai rule (8). The whole ground is enclosed by galleries decorated with murals depicting the Ramakien. 

8 Pipitaphan (National Museum)

Where: Thanon Naphratad

When Wed-Sun 9-4; A/C bus 3, 6-9, 11, 12, 17, 25; Boat Chang Pier
Admission 40 baht
Within walking distance of the Grand Palace, this complex was once a palace consisting of several old beautiful Thai style buildings. It houses a vast collection of artifacts found in all parts of the country ranging from Neolithic times, Sukhothai, Ayutthaya to the Bangkok period. Guided tours in English, French, German, and Japanese are provided to visitors on certain days of the week
Bangkok's National Museum, in old Bangkok on the banks of the river, is the largest of its kind in South-East Asia and holds a wonderful collection of Thai art. All styles and periods are represented, from Dvaravati to Ratanakosin, and good English-language descriptions are available. Permanent collections focus on traditional musical instruments from Thailand, Laos, Cambodia and Indonesia, Chinese weaponry, ceramics, clothing, woodcarving and textiles - highly recommended free English-language tours that take in all of these exhibits are available. In the grounds of the facility you will also find the restored Buddhaisawan Chapel, which was built in 1795 and contains some well-preserved murals.

You'll need at least three hours, but preferably a whole day, to come to terms with this astonishing collection of Thai art and archeology. Most of the museum's buildings, too, are works of art in their own right. 

Oldest letters The museum, founded in 1874 by King Rama V, is housed in the Palace of Prince Wang Na, originally home to the Second King and part of the Grand Palace (29). The visit starts with a useful introduction to Thai history. Note the black-stone inscription from Sukhothai, the oldest-known record of the Thai alphabet. Two large modem buildings house the main collection of pre-Thai and Thai sculpture, as well as pieces from elsewhere in Asia. An important exhibit in the southern wing is one of the earliest images of Buddha, from Gandhara in India, and is clearly influenced by classical Greek sculpture. A garage in a nearby building houses the collection of magnificent royal funeral chariots, the most amazing being the Vejayant Rajarot, built by Rama I in 1785 and still occasionally used, even though it needs 3,00 men to pull it.
Palace of Wang Na Built in the 1780s as a home for the king's successor, the palace houses a magnificent collection of Thai art objects. Note in Room 23 a wonderful collection of traditional musical instruments from Southeast Asia. 

Buddhaisawan Chapel The Phra Sihing Buddha in this chapel is said to have been divinely created in Sri Lanka and sent to Sukhothai in the 13th century. Despite doubts about its origins (it actually dates from the 15th.century), it is still worshiped by many and is carried in procession at the Thai New Year. The fine murals around it (57) tell the stories of Buddha's lives. 

9 Sanam Luang (Royal Field)

Where: Thanon Ratchadamnoen
When morning thru evening; A/C bus 3, 6-9, 12, 25, 39; Boat: Chang Pier
This huge public ground in front of the Grand Palace is used for royal cremation ceremonies and other special events including the Royal Ploughing Ceremony, Celebration of the King’s and Queen's birthday, and the New Year Festival. Other nearby monuments include the Statue of the Earth Goddess, erected in the reign of King Rama V to provide public drinking water, and the City Pillar Shrine or San Lak Muang, a temple-like structure erected by King Rama I
Royal cremation grounds This vast green field near the Grand Palace was originally designed as the funeral grounds for royal members of the Chakri Dynasty. The last ceremonial cremations, attended by more than 4,000 people, took place in March 1996 for the funeral of the mother of the present King Bhumibol. Sanam Luang- is also the site of the annual Plowing Ceremony, when the king marks the beginning of the rice-growing season, and for the celebrations of King Bhumibol's birthday on December 5 (22). The statue of the earth goddess, Mae Thorani, in a pavilion on tl1l northern side, was erected by King Chulalongkorn as part of a public fountain. 

Lak Muang (City Pillar Shrine) This lovely shrine, believed to be inhabited by the spirit that protects Bangkok, is built around two I Sivaite lingam wooden pillars erected by Rama I ! in 1782 to mark the founding of his new capital. Rama V added other idols to the shrine, and today worshipers can be seen here day and night, making offerings of flowers, incense, and prepared food. Thai dancers are often commissioned to show gratitude to the guardian deity for granting a wish. 

Kite fights The green space is now mainly used for recreation. People come here for family picnics, to rest, to play ball games, and to fly kites. There are regular kite competitions between February and May. 

10 Wat Po

Where: Thanon Maha Rat 

When 8-5; A/C bus 1, 6, 7, 8, 12, 25; Boat Tian Pier

This world famous temple is located on Thai Wang Road next to the Grand Palace. It is Bangkok’s oldest and largest temple. The gigantic gold plated reclining Buddha with inlaid mother-of pearl soles is highly revered among Buddhists. Also regarded as the first center of public education, or sometimes called "Thailand’s first university", the temple houses mural paintings, inscriptions, and statues which educated people on varied subjects; for example, literature, warfare, archaeology, astronomy, geology, meditation, medicine, and Thai traditional massage.. 

The Reclining Buddha Wat Po was built in the 16th century during the Ayutthaya period and then almost completely rebuilt in 1781 by Rama I. It is Bangkok's oldest and Thailand's largest wat. Thanon Chethuphon divides the grounds in two, one side comprising the temple buildings and the other the monks' quarters. The temple's main attraction is the giant Reclining Buddha, 151 feet long and 49 feet high, which represents the dying Buddha in the position he adopted to attain nirvana. The statue was built in the 19th century during the reign of Rama III, from brick covered with lacquer, plaster, and gold leaf. The soles of the feet are deco- rated in mother-of-pearl with 108 signs of Buddha. The beautiful bot, or central shrine, has delicately carved sandstone panels representing the Ramakien and the finest mother-of-pearl inlaid doors. Although Wat Po contains 91 chedis, the four most important are dedicated to the first Chakri kings. Visitors can acquire merit by putting a coin in each of the 108 bronze bowls. 

Center of learning Rama III wanted this temple to be used for education, and Thais still consider it their first public university. The murals in the viharn and other buildings explain a wide variety of subjects, such as geography, yoga, astrology, science, literature, and arts, as well as religion. Today, the temple complex still includes the Traditional Medical Practitioners' Association (56), which teaches the traditional art of Thai massage and herbal remedies. 

11 Wat Prayoon

Where: Soi 1, off Thanon Thetsban 

When 9-6; A/C bus 6; Boat Saphan Phot pier, then walk over Memorial Bridge
There is something surreal about this temple complex in the shadow of the old Memorial Bridge, with its giant chedi, artificial hill of miniature shrines, and turtles partial to the taste of tourist fingers (be warned). 

Distinctive pagodas Wat Prayoon, known locally under its longer name of Wat Prayun Rawongsawat, was built during the reign of Rama III by the powerful local Bunnag family. Its huge gray chedis (pagodas) are easily recognized from the river and Memorial Bridge. The wat has some fine mother-of-pearl inlaid doors. 

Turtle Mount To the right as you enter is an artificial hill, circled clockwise by worshipers. It was constructed by King Rama III after he observed the shapes made by candle wax as it melted. Between the strange shapes are shrines , to the dead in different styles, from the most traditional Thai-style chedi to a cowboy ranch complete with cacti. The thousands of turtles in the pond surrounding the shrines gave the mount its name. Vendors sell bread and fruit for these greedy creatures-locals believe special merit is gained by feeding them. Sticks are available to ensure that the turtles don't eat your fingers too. At the edge of the pond is a memorial to the unfortunate men who died in 1836 when one of the temple's cannons exploded.  

Twins Bangkok's first European-style house, home of British trader Robert Hunter, used to stand in front of the wat. In 1824 Hunter saw the original "Siamese" (conjoined) twins, Chang and Eng, swimming in the river nearby. The twins left Siam in 1829, and married two American sisters with whom they had 22 children. They died in 1874 within two hours of each other. 

12 Wat Saket

Where: off Thanon Bamrung Muang 

When 7:30-5:30; A/C bus 3, 9, 11, 15, 37, 56; Boat Water taxis on Klong San Sap and Klong Haha Nak
With the entrance on Boriphat Road, this is an artificial hill topped by a gilded pagoda. The mount is 260 feet in height from its base. Begun by King Rama III and completed in the reign of King Rama IV, it is one of the most celebrated landmarks in Bangkok’s old area and offers a panoramic city view from the top.
Golden Mount The main attraction of this temple is the Golden Mount (Phu Khao Thong). The artificial hill, nearly 262 feet high, was created in the early 19th century after a large chedi built by Rama III collapsed when the underlying ground gave way. Only a huge pile of dust and rubble was left, but as Buddhists believe that a religious building should never be destroyed, King Rama IV had 1,000 teak logs put into the foundations. Later, he built a small chedi on top of the hill, which is believed to contain Buddha's teeth. During World War II, concrete walls were added to prevent any further erosion. Views from the terrace on top of the hill are wonderful, and you are allowed into the golden chedi. Every year (first week of November) a fabulous temple fair takes place, when believers hold a solemn candle-lit procession up the illuminated Golden Mount. 
Temple complex The temple was built outside the city walls by King Rama I during the late .18th century as the city's main crematory. The king performed the Royal Hair Bathing Ceremony here before he was crowned. When plague raged through the city in the 19th century, the temple became a charnel house and more than 60,000 victims were left here to the vultures. The temple is still in the process of restoration, but the fine murals that can be seen in the main temple arc worth a close inspection. There are two important old Buddha statues in the Shrine Hall.
13 Chinatown

When anytime; A/C bus 7, 25, 53; Boat Ratchawong Pier
Bangkok’s China Town is an old business center covering a large area around Yaowarat and Charoen Krung Roads. There are many small streets and alleys full of shops and vendors selling all types of goods. It has been the main center for trading by the Chinese since they were moved from their old site some 200 years ago. Nearby Phahurat or Indian market is one of the city’s renowned cloth centers.
Chinatown offers the visitor an astonishing array of jewellery, hardware, wholesale food, and automotive and fabric shops - and almost all at cheaper prices than anywhere else in Bangkok. Site of antiques (some of them real!) and an annual Vegetarian Festival, Chinatown has been a permanent Chinese-Thai residential area since 1782. One hundred years later there were 245 opium dens and a huge number of pawnshops, gambling houses and brothels. These days the area is a little tamer, but you can still find many pawnshops and even a few brothels if you look in the right (or wrong) direction. There's not much opium, but there's plenty of its nasty cousin: heroin. Despite its grungy style, Chinatown offers a wonderful glimpse into 300 years of cultural development, and more fantastic food than any human could eat in a lifetime.

The Chinese community By the 14th century Chinese merchants had set up important trading centers in Thailand and were the only foreigners allowed to live within the walls of Ayutthaya. The Chinese were already well established in Bangkok when King Rama I built his capital on their grounds in 1782 and moved them to the Sampeftg area. For a long time Chinatown was the city's commercial center, also gaining notoriety for its brothels, teahouses, and opium dens. Of the theaters in the area, the recently restored Chalermkrung Royal Theater (81) is a.1 perfect example. Chinese temples seem more down to earth than their Thai counterparts, one of the liveliest being Leng Noi Yee (17), which means "Dragon Lotus Temple." It has Buddhist, Taoist, and Confucianist altars, and you will find old Chinese men playing chess and watching the crocodiles in Wat Chakrawat.

Street markets
Chinatown reveals its true soul in its street markets, old shophouses, and shopping streets. The busiest alleyways are Soi Wanit I (Sampeng Lane) and Soi Isaraphap (17), and through the heart of it all cuts Thanon Yaowarat, famous for its gold shops. Nakorn Kasem, the so- called Thieves' Market (53), may no longer offer bargains but it is still great for a stroll. 

Pahurat

Bangkok is a cultural melting pot and there's no better evidence of this than Pahurat, on the edge of Chinatown. A wide variety of Indian goods are available in this small area, ranging from an astonishing array of silks to Thai shoulder bags. The choice is amazing, the haggling is fierce and the bargains can be unbelievable - if you're good enough, that is. Head down little alleys into the 'bowels' of this area and you'll find foodstuffs, household items and a thriving culture that might ordinarily pass by unnoticed. Pahurat lies west of Chinatown towards the river.

14 Phra Thi Nang Wimanmek
Where: 192/3 Thanon Ratchawithi

When 9-4; A/C bus 10, 56; Boat none
A tour through Vimanmek Palace, the world's largest golden teak mansion, gives an insight into the interests of the Thai royal family. The beautiful landscaped gardens are a great place for whiling away the afternoon heat. "The Palace in the Clouds" The three-story mansion was originally built in 1368 as a summer house on the island of Ko Si Chang. It was moved to Dusit in 1901 and, quite understandably, soon became King Rama V's favorite palace and was used as the royal residence between 1902 and 1906. It was closed down in 1935 and remained in this state until Queen Sirikit re-opened it in 1982 as a museum to mark Bangkok's bicentennial celebrations. 

First bathroom Although European influence is clearly visible in the style, Vimanmek is built according to Thai traditions, using golden teak wood and not a single nail. Teak wood contains a special oil which makes it resistant to heat and heavy rains, and which also acts as an insect repellent. Amongst the possessions of Rama V on display is Thailand's first indoor bathroom and the oldest typewriter with Thai characters, as well as Thai ceramics, European furniture, precious china, and lovely portraits. 

Carriages and crafts The Royal Carriage Museum contains carriages, mostly imported from Europe, which were popular at the time of Rama V. The small Suan Farang Kunsai Mansion has oil paintings and pictures of Rama V and his family. The Abhisek Dusit Throne Hall, built in a harmonious Euro- Thai style, has a display of handicrafts, such as mutmee silk, nielloware, and basketry, made by Queen Sirikit's SUPPORT Foundation. 

15 River City Shopping Complex 
Where: 23 Thanon Yotha, off Thanon Sri Phraya

When 10-10; non A/C bus 36, 93; Boat Sri Phraya Pier

There seem to be more shopping malls in Bangkok than you can count but the River City Shopping Complex was the first of its kind on the river and still holds its own as one of the best places to look for antiques. 

A different experience The River City, adjacent to the Royal Orchid Sheraton, was the first modern air-conditioned shopping mall built on the river. The river again seems to make all the difference, shopping definitely being a less hectic experience here than elsewhere in Bangkok. If you crave the latest Western fashion names of the trendiest bars then River City will look dull and old-fashioned, but if you are looking for fine Thai handicrafts, silks, or antiques, there are few better places to go. River City is on the fringes of Chinatown, and on the modern square in front of it the atmosphere is always. lively, with foodstalls selling satay, fresh fruits, and sweet desserts. Local Chinese, hoping for equal good fortune, make offerings at the heavily loaded shrine.

Antiques Thanon Charoen Krung (New Road) and the alleyways around the Oriental Hotel used to be lined with antiques stores, but in recent years many of them have moved to the fourth and fifth floors of River City, which are entirely devoted to the best antiques in Thailand. There is a price to pay for such choice and variety, however: these are some of the most expensive dealers in town. If you do see something you'd like to buy, remember that even though many objects here are priced, it is still customary to haggle. The Auction House on the fifth floor holds an auction every first Saturday of the month; viewings take place on the two preceding Saturdays. 

16 Oriental Hotel 
Where: 48 Soi Oriental 

When whenever; non A/C bus 1, 35, 75; Boat Oriental Pier

There are hotels, and then there's the Oriental. Arrive by car, acknowledge the greetings of the hotel's efficient white-uniformed staff, pass through the great glass doors into the lobby, and you'll be touched by its magic. 

Romantic past Nothing remains of the original 1876 Oriental, but the Authors' Residence, dwarfed by two more modern wings, is the surviving building of 1887. This section contains the hotel's most luxurious suites, named after such illustrious guests as Somerset Maugham, Graham Greene, and Noel Coward, and continues to attract modern celebrities such as David Bowie and Tom Cruise. The first-floor lounge of this colonial building, surrounded by exclusive boutiques, is a great place to escape to on a hot afternoon for refreshments.

Luxurious present Elsewhere in the hotel, excellence vies with elegance. If you want to have a look around, go at sunset for a drink on the terrace or an alfresco dinner at the excellent riverside buffet. Alternatively, catch the hotel's ferry across the busy river to the Sala Rim Naam for good Thai food (64) and a performance of classical Thai music and dance. If you l want to get more involved, there is a world-class cookery school and a cultural program run by university professors. The luxurious spa, set in a traditional teak house, offers every imaginable treat to soothe or stimulate the body, from the excellent jetlag massage to the papaya body polish and oriental bodywrap, the latter using lemongrass and other medicinal Thai herbs. 

17 Wat Traimit  (aka Trimitr)
Where: Thanon Traimit, off Thanon Charoen Krung

When 9-5; A/C bus 25, 53
Located at the end of Yaowarat Road near the Bangkok Railway Station (Hua Lam Phong), this temple is known for its famous golden Buddha image constructed during the Sukhothai Period. The beautiful image of solid gold is three metres high and weighs five and a half tons.
You know when you have arrived at Wat Traimit, the Temple of the Golden Buddha, as the entrance is always blocked with tour buses. But no matter how many tourists invade, the Golden Buddha remains unruffled. 

The Golden Buddha The shiny, 10 feet-tall gold Buddha, which weighs 7.4 tons, is believed to be the largest golden Buddha image in the world. The sculpture, made in Sukhothai in the 13th century, was covered with stucco to protect it from the Burmese invaders of the 18th century. It wasn't until 1955, when workmen moved the Buddha image to a new building and saw through some cracks that there was something shining beneath the surface, that the stucco was taken off and solid gold revealed. A The discovery sparked a national treasure hunt, but nothing of similar value was found. Historically, the Golden Buddha has nothing to do with the Chinese community, but it seems more than appropriate that it has found its home in Chinatown, which is, after all, the  center of Bangkok's gold trade. The statue is now valued at 0.5.$14 million, and several bits of stucco are on display to the left of it.

A less impressive temple The temple itself probably dates from the early 13th century. The statue of Reverend Phra Visutha- Thibordee, the abbot who ordered the construction of the new temple for the Golden Buddha, sits just opposite it and is covered in gold leaf. 

18 Baan Jim Thompson 
Where: Soi Kasem San 2, off Thanon Rama I 

When Mon-Sat 9-4:30; Skytrain Nation Stadium; A/C bus 2, 8, 15, 29; Water taxi from Wat Saket. (35) along Klong Sen to Thanon Phauathai.
Admission 100 baht
Thompson was a New York architect who served as a spy in Thailand during WWII. In 1967, Thompson disappeared mysteriously in Malaysia; that same year his sister was murdered in the USA. This fuelled various conspiracy theories: who killed Jim Thompson - spies, rivals, or a man-eating tiger?
This remarkable Thai-style house (with Western influences) was the work of Mr. Jim Thompson, an American who came to Thailand at the end of the Second World War and revived the Thai silk industry. His house, now a museum, is at the end of Soi Kasemsan 2 opposite the National Stadium on Rama I Road. On permanent Display are Mr. Thompson’s collection of Asian artifacts and many other fabulous antiques. 

The lost adventurer American architect Jim Thompson first came to Thailand during World War 11. As he couldn't get used to his uneventful life back in New York after the war, he decided to make Thailand his home. Thai culture and crafts fascinated him, but the day he discovered some silk-weavers near his house (72, panel) his fortune was secured; He was already some- thing of a legend when, in 1967, he disappeared mysteriously during an afternoon walk in the Cameron Highlands in Malaysia, never to be seen again. Thompson's friend, the prolific author William Warren, wrote a great account of his life and death, Jim Thompson: The Legendary American of Thailand (Jim Thompson Thai Silk Company, Bangkok, 1970). 

Thai-style residence Thompson bought six traditional teak houses in northern and central Thailand, and had them reassembled in Bangkok as his residence, adding Western elements such as stairways and marble floors. The exterior walls were turned inside out to face the interior, and the garden was lovingly landscaped, creating the effect of a peaceful but abundant oasis. 

A wonderful collection The spirit of the house, kept as Thompson left it, makes an ideal back- ground for his small but gorgeous display of Asian art. The collection of traditional Thai paintings is one of the best in the world and there are also some very rare Buddha images. 

19 Thanon Patpong

Where: Soi Patpong 1, 2, 3, 4 between Thanon Silom and Thanon Surawong 

When anytime; A/C bus 2, 4, 5, 15; Skytrain Sala Daeng
Patpong-two parallel streets and a lane running between Thanon Silom and Thanon Surawong-is renowned as a vibrant nightlife center, but also otters a busy night market, good bookstores, and several restaurants.  

The strip that never sleep Patpong is busy day and night. By day it's another Bangkok shopping street of bookstores, pharmacies, and supermarkets. Late in the afternoon, foodstalls set up at either end of Patpong, some of them good enough to be reviewed in the city's English-language papers. Then tapes and CDs, cotton clothing, watches, and souvenirs are laid out on Soi Patpong 1. Later the street fills with revelers and the restaurants and bars open up. 

Bars and restaurants Patpong is renowned for its go-go bars, discos, and late night "constellations." Despite it's somewhat unsavory reputation, it's remarkably safe to visit-though it's as well to stick to the downstairs bars, as some of the second floor establishments have been known to overcharge. Patpong I is the smartest street with some elaborate bars and the best music. Patpong 2 has numerous smaller beer bars (ba bin in Thai), as well as a row of first floor karaoke establishments and the most popular restaurants on the strip. Patpong 3, an unassuming dead-end lane,. is more of a gay venue. The strip comes alive in the early evening, but with the exception of a handful of constellations is more-or-less closed down by lAM. Although sex is for sale in Patpong, the area is much more than just a red light area, being frequented by young Thais and foreign visitors who dance, talk, and dine into the small hours.

20 Wang Suan Pakkad 
Where: 352 Thanon Sri Ayudhaya 

When 9-4; A/C bus 13; Skytrain Phaya Thai

Admission 80 baht
Suan Pakkad Palace is a lovely corner amid urban sprawl. It has a large collection of Thai arts and antiques. 
"Cabbage Farm Palace" Prince and Princess Chumbhot of Nakhon Sawan moved these five traditional Thai houses from Chiang Mai (some of them had belonged to the prince's great- grandfather) in 1952. The cabbage garden was turned into one of Bangkok's finest landscaped gardens and is calm in a uniquely Eastern way. The princess was one of the country's most dedicated art collectors, and the house has been turned into a museum displaying everyday objects such as perfume bottles, betel-nut boxes, and musical instruments. Antiques include an exquisite Buddha head from Ayutthaya, Khmer statues, and European prints of old Siam.

Ban Chiang House An entire house has been devoted to the elegant pottery and bronze jewelry discovered at Ban Chiang, an important Bronze Age settlement in northern Thailand, dating from around 1600-500 BC.  Lacquer Pavilion The exquisite Lacquer Pavilion, once part of an Ayutthaya monastery, was moved here in 1958. The remarkable gold and black lacquer murals depict events from the life of the Buddha and the Ramakien, the Thai version of the Ramayana epic. The lower layer is notable for its representations of daily life, including the odd farang on horseback.

Marsi Gal1ery This new gallery hosts some of Bangkok's best occasional exhibitions of contemporary art. 

21 Saan Phra (Erawan Shrine) 

Where: Corner of Thanon Ratchadamri and Thanon Ploenchit 

When early morn to late night; A/C bus 1, 4, 5, 8, 11, 13, 15; Skytrain Chit Lom or Ratchadamri
Located on Ratchadamri Road, this shrine of Hindu God is very revered by many people who come to pay homage and beg for blessings. Laced flowers and small wooden elephants as well as Thai dancing performances are offered to the statue by grateful devotees.
Spirit house The Erawan Shrine was erected as a spirit house (32, panel) connected to the Erawan Hotel, which has now made way for the Grand Hyatt Erawan Hotel. The forces of the typical Thai spirit house didn't seem effective enough during the building of the hotel, so spirit doctors advised that it be replaced with the four-headed image of Brahma (Phra Phrom in Thai). There have been no further hitches since then, and the shrine has became famous for bringing good fortune. The name Erawan comes from Brahma's three-headed elephant 

Merit-making People offer colorful flower garlands, lotus flowers, incense, and candles; after a few minutes at the shrine your senses tend to go into overdrive. Often, if a wish has been granted, people thank the spirits by donating teak elephants or commissioning the classical dancers and live orchestra. Outside the shrine women sell birds in tiny cages, which are believed to bring good fortune and earn merit if you set them free. Lottery tickets sold by physically impaired vendors at the shrine are thought to be lucky. The variety of worshipers is also surprising: older people more set in their way~, middle-class Thai families with children, and fashionable younger women in the latest Western designer clothes all kneel down to perform the same traditional rites.   

22 Suan Lumphini (Lumphini Park)

CLOSE TO HOTEL
Where: Corner of Thanon Rama IV and Thanon Ratchadamri 

When 5AM – 8PNM; A/C bus 2, 4, 5, 7, 15; Skytrain Sala Daeng
At first the park looks rather sad and dusty, but spend time in this demanding city and the value of Lumphini is apparent. It is one of the green places that keep people sane, and allows an insight into how Thais relax.

First light Lumphini is a place of moods rather than sights. In the early morning it's full of people exercising. More striking and graceful than the joggers are Chinese  led t'ai chi; groups, making slow movements to music. At this oasis in the hectic city hour traders also sell snake blood, a powerful tonic. Suddenly, all this activity comes to an abrupt halt and everyone stands to attention as the PA system plays the national anthem. By 9AM, when the sun is up and rush-hour traffic is souring the air, the crowd thins out.

Last light There's a different crowd in the afternoon. Joggers run on the 1.5 mile track, people pump weights at the open-air gym, and, in the windy season (February-April), kites soar above the busy city-at the height of the season you can buy beautiful kites here. When the light softens so does the atmosphere. Couples come out, foodstalls are set up, and boats are rowed on the artificial lake until, at 6PM, with traffic at a halt in the evening rush, people in the park also come to a standstill as the national anthem is played again. The park is especially atmospheric at dusk, when the skyscrapers are silhouetted against the fading light. 

23 Chatuchak Weekend Market.

Where: Thanon Phahonyothin, near Chatuchak Park 

When Sat-Sun 9-6; A/C bus 2, 3, 10, 13, 29; Skytrain Mo Chit or Saphan Kwai
This large open public ground on Phaholyothin Road is where people buy and sell a thousand local products including food, clothing, household products, handicrafts, pets, and pot plants. The market is a paradise for browsers and bargain-hunters alike. It operates on every Satuday and Sunday. From Wednesdays to Fridays, the ground becomes a wholesale market for various kinds of plants.
Everything for sale If time is limited, start with Sois 1,2,3, and 4, which sell antiques, woodcarvings, musical instruments, hill-tribe items, and crafts. The selection of sarongs in cotton and mutmee silk is amazing, while clothes by Thai designers are very wearable. The sections around the clocktower have mainly food supplies and, on the other side, household items and live animals. 
Illegal trade Regardless of a Thai law protecting endangered species, some endangered animals are still on sale in Chatuchak, branded "the wildlife supermarket of the world" by the Worldwide Fund for Nature. Very few endangered animals are now openly for sale in the market and, if they are, their cages will have signs insisting on "No Photograph." However the black market is still thriving, and apparently animals such as crocodiles, gibbons, tigers, and lion cubs are still for sale as pets, or to be eaten for their supposed medicinal properties. 
24 Thanon Sukhumwit

When anytime; A/C bus 1, 8, 11, 13; Skytrain Central
Sukhumwit Road runs like a long artery through the heart of modern Bangkok, but in the rush hour you can easily get stuck in traffic for an hour or more. In which case the only solution might be to get out and shop

The wealthy farang area At its start near the National Stadium it is called Thanon Rama I, beyond Siam Square it becomes Thanon Ploenchit, and past the bridge of the expressway it finally becomes Thanon Sukhumwit. Several smart shopping malls line Thanon Ploenchit and quite a few of the older embassies lie just off it. Where once farangs (foreigners) preferred to live near the river, most now live on the sois of Thanon Sukhumwit in pretty villas with gardens or in luxurious apartment blocks.

Shopping The small streets around Sukhumwit Soi 23 have some of the more interesting stores in town, and away from the traffic they make for a pleasant stroll. In particular, look for Rasi Sayam (75); Gifted Hands; and Shinawatra silks. Also nearby are the Siam Society and Baan Kam Thieng (48), while back on Sukhumwit is the elegant Emporium Shopping Center, some excellent movie theaters, and numerous restaurants

Art galleries The contemporary art scene has mostly moved away from the Sukhumwit area (75), but a few galleries are still worth checking out. The Grand Hyatt Erawan Hotel on Thanon Ratchadamri and the Landmark Hotel on Sukhumwit both have important collections exhibited on a rotational basis, while the Space Contemporary and Toh Kim art galleries show work from Thai artists as well as foreign artists based in Thailand.

25 Baan Kam Thieng

Where: 131 Soi Sukhumwit 21 (Soi Asoke)

When: Tues-Sat 9-5; A/C bus 1, 8, 11, 13; Skytrain Asok 

Admission 70 baht

This is a classic northern-style teak house, originally constructed in Chiang Mai more than 200 years ago and donated to the Siam Society by its owners and reconstructed in Bangkok. It is located at 131 Soi Asoke (Soi 21) Sukhumvit Road. A variety of Thai flora can be seen in its garden. Also on display are items used daily by Thai farmers and fishermen.
Lanna Living Museum Unlike Jim Thompson's House (41) and the Suan Pakkad Palace (43), Baan Kam Thieng shows how ordinary people lived. It represents a complete northern Thai house with living quarters, kitchen, well, granary, rice pounder, spirit house, and household objects and utensils used in the daily life of the people of the north. Farming tools and fish traps are displayed on the ground level, while upstairs rooms give a feel of the rural lifestyle of 150 years ago. The house was built by the granddaughter of a wealthy northern prince, and it is believed that her spirit and the spirit of her mother and granddaughter still inhabit the house: there are many stories of inexplicable incidents occurring here.

Saengaroon House The more recently acquired Saengaroon House, originally from Ayutthaya, contains the craft collection of the Thai architect Saengaroon Ratagasikorn, who studied in the U.S. under Frank Lloyd Wright. He became fascinated with the design of farm implements: simple and beautiful yet still functional

Siam Society The lovely garden belongs to the Siam Society, which also has an excellent library. highly recommended for anyone interested in Thai culture (call before visiting). The society also supports a gallery, holds lectures, organizes cultural trips throughout the country, and publishes interesting books on Thai culture and nature as well as the Journal of the Siam Society. 
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