Discount Hawaii Car Rental
Will email me a quote. I did my thing at 8:35 Tuesday night

Budget Compact $264.97

Enterprise $272.57

Expedia - $288.82 Enterprise

Orbitz - $316 Alamo, and it was economy, not compact

Alamo $332.18

Thrifty – probably no site there

About 100 miles from Hilo

HI Volcanoes National Park
They have nice cabins for $50 per night.

http://www.volcanohousehotel.com/cabins.htm

Hotels

KONA SEASIDE HOTEL   $103 including tax

http://www.alohafarms.com
A neat B&B 20 minutes from Kona and green sands beach. $99/double, but might require 3 night stay.
	Kona to Hilo
	2 hours, 30 minutes 

	Kona to Waimea 
	1 hour 

	Kona to Hawi/North Kohala 
	1 hour, 20 minutes 

	Kona to Volcano 
	2 hours, 30 minutes

	Kona to Na'alehu / South Point 
	1 hour, 40 minutes

	 
	 


	Hilo to Kona 
	2 hours, 30 minutes 

	Hilo to Waimea 
	1 hour, 30 minutes 

	Hilo to Hawi/North Kohala 
	2 hours 

	Hilo to Volcano 
	45 minutes 

	Hilo to Na'alehu / South Point 
	1 hour, 30 minutes 

	 
	 


	Waimea to Kona 
	1 hour 

	Waimea to Hilo 
	1 hour, 30 minutes 

	Waimea to Hawi/North Kohala 
	35 minutes 

	Waimea to Volcano 
	2 hours, 10 minutes 

	Waimea to Na'alehu / South Point 
	2 hours, 40 minutes


Some of our favorite family-friendly, calm waters to snorkel are at: Spencer Beach and Kahaluu Beach. 

You can hike the impressive Volcanoes National Park and even hike to see the active lava flow as molten lava enters the ocean.  Many hikes are merely short, easy walks - appropriate for youngsters.  Some of the easiest scenic hikes include Akaka Falls, Rainbow Falls, and Pololu Valley. 

Take a tour of a preserved ancient Hawaiian village at Place of Refuge, Honaunau. 

Stroll through the Hilo Farmer's Market in downtown Hilo.  
This bazaar is held twice a week on Wednesday and Saturday mornings.  Here you will find fresh produce, fragrant flowers, colorful orchids, and local crafts.  This is 
a great place to hunt for bargains on Hawaiian merchandise. 

Directions: From the end of Rte 11 South (Kanoelehua), turn left onto Kamehameha.  The market will be on your left at the intersection of Mamo and Kamehameha.  Parking here is sparse, and if you do not arrive early, you may have to walk a little bit.. . 

Big Island Overview

When to visit the Big Island
Four large volcanoes divide the island into two halves: the eastern Hilo side which is the windward side of the island, and the western Kona side which is the leeward side of the island.  The weather and ocean conditions can be vastly different on each side of the island depending on the time of year.  The Big Island is large and diverse, boasting 11 of the world's 13 climate zones.  During the winter, the highs will be around 80° and a low in the 60's.  During the Summer, highs will be in the mid to upper 80's and a low in the 70's.  The ocean temperature in Hawaii reaches a comfortable 80 degrees in mid summer and drops to the low 70's in the winter months.  Check out the current Big Island Weather.

If you plan to stay on the Kona side of the island for most of your vacation, weather is not really an issue because the mountains block most of the moist air resulting in very little rain throughout the year, some areas getting less than ten inches a year.  Your time in Kona will most likely be dominated by sunshine every single day!  Hilo on the other hand is one of the wettest places on Earth, routinely getting over 130 inches of rain a year.  You can expect March and April to be the rainiest months, and June to be the driest.  

Late spring and early fall are out-of-season times when you can find good travel bargains.  

How Long to Stay
 It takes about 2.5 hours to drive from Kailua-Kona to Hilo.  The Hawaii Volcanoes National Park is only about 45 minutes from Hilo, but 2.5 hours from Kailua-Kona. A good amount of time to stay is one week.  This allows you more time to relax and not feel completely rushed as you travel around the island.

Other than visiting the Volcano, many visitors will spend all their time in Kona and miss out on the Hilo side of the island and all of the wonderful sights and things to do.  If you have the time, it is well worth spending time in Hilo town and north of town along the Hamakua coast where steep sea cliffs, canopied rainforest, and waterfalls dominate the scenery.  One good way to see the whole island is to drive from Kona to the Volcano, spend the night in Hilo, then drive north up to Waimea and over to the other side of the island back to Kona - basically doing a complete circumnavigation of the island in two days.  Check out our Big Island Sightseeing Guide for a list of most of the island's attractions.

KONA - Kohala Coast, Hawaii
[image: image2.jpg]


Some of the very best Big Island Beach locations are along the sunny Kohala Coast. This barren coastline appears at first to be inhospitable, with the dominant feature being the craggy black rocks deposited by lava flow after the eruption of Mauna Loa in 1801 and 1859. But several small roads off the 30-mile coastal highway lead to a handful of stunning public beaches, most with a luxury resort complex nearby.  The drive is scenic with the spectacular ocean on the West and the rugged volcanoes on the East.  Azure colored inlets such as Kiholo Bay, are carved out of the coast, dotted with Hawaiian palm trees.  Protected from the northeast trade winds by the Kohala, Mauna Kea, Hualalai, and Mauna Loa volcanoes, the dry west coast of Hawaii offers clear calm waters for swimming and snorkeling.  This climate results in Kohala and Kona receiving more than 300 days of sunshine a year - a beach goers paradise!
The Kohala Coast resorts are located about 17 miles north of the Kona-Keahole Airport and about 30 minutes away from the town of Kailua-Kona.  Kohala is located only 10 miles from the hill-country town of Waimea (also known as Kamuela).  Situated so close, yet worlds apart, Waimea is cowboy country, with lush green pastures, cattle ranches, and rolling hills with a backdrop of the towering Mauna Kea volcano.  Continuing beyond Waimea, you will travel the ruggedly beautiful Hamakua Coast and eventually reach the town of Hilo, about 2 hours drive from Kohala.
The North Kohala district is situated on the green slopes of the Kohala volcano at the northen tip of the island.  On a clear day you can see across the channel to the island of Maui.  North Kohala is where you will see towns like Hawi, frozen in the plantation days of yesteryear. At the end of Highway 270 is the Pololu Valley Lookout.  From here you can hike down to the valley and black sand beach below.  This is the first of five majestic valleys that stretch along the coast to the southeast.
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