ANDANCE - SETE�Canal du Rhöne à Sete and Rhône River  


Saturday: Andance / Tournon�Meet as arranged and private coach transfer to the Chardonnay moored at quiet spot in the village of Andance. Welcome on board by the crew with cocktails as we cast off and cruise downstream to Tournon, a small, unspoilt town with a view of the world famous vineyards of Tain l’Hermitage on the opposite bank of the river. ��Sunday: Tournon / Viviers�There will be a guided tour of the château of Tournon, which houses an interesting museum, followed by a visit to a wine cellar to sample some of the famous local vintages, among the most renowned of the Rhône wines. We return to the Chardonnay for lunch and cast off to make a long afternoon cruise taking us through the town of Valence, past the romantic hilltop Château de Rochemaure and the town of Montélimar, famous for its nougat, to moor in the early evening at Viviers, an unspoiled small town that was the seat of a bishopric from the fifth century until the Revolution. The former importance of the town accounts for its remarkable architectural heritage, making this a most agreeable place for an evening stroll. .


Monday: Viviers / Avignon�This morning we visit Nyons, a busy town of some seven thousand inhabitants which is nestled in a protective ring of mountains giving it a micro-climate with exceptionally mild winters allowing exotic flora to flourish. Nyons is known as the olive oil capital of Provence and we will visit a press to see how the oil is made and also a lavender distillery to discover how another typical product of the region is processed. We return to the Chardonnay at Viviers. We cast off as lunch begins and shortly afterwards enter the canal of Donzère Mondragon. It is the longest artificial canal section of the Rhône navigation and was a major feat of engineering when completed in the nineteen-fifties. It incorporates the Bollène lock, the deepest in Europe, which we pass in the mid-afternoon and which enables boats to descend nearly a hundred feet in a few minutes. In the early evening we pass the village of Roquemaure, overlooked by the ruins of a medieval fortress, the Château d’Hers, and with a view of the ruins of Chateauneuf du Pape in the distance. During dinner we cruise past Villeneuve lès Avignon and continue to the south of Avignon itself in order to turn and head back upstream into an arm of the Rhône that gives access to the famous city, passing by the fabled Saint Bénézet bridge and at the foot of the cliff on which the papal palace stands. We moor close to the city centre of Avignon in time for an after dinner stroll into town.


Tuesday: Avignon / Arles �After breakfast there will be a walking tour of the magnificent city of Avignon, the massive stone city walls, the impressive Papal Palace and the old town before returning to the vessel for lunch at our mooring a few minutes walk away. We stay moored in Avignon for most of the afternoon to allow free time to explore the narrow back streets, tree shaded squares and excellent shops before casting off in the early evening and cruising southwards, passing by the towns of Tarascon, and Beaucaire, mooring during dinner in Arles, close to the spot from which Vincent van Gogh painted “Starry Night”. This evening after dinner there will be musical entertainment on board 


Wednesday: Arles / Aigues Mortes �After breakfast there will be a guided walking tour some of the principal sights of Arles such as the Roman theatre and amphitheatre and the elegant 12c church of St. Trophime with its famous cloisters. We return to Ms Chardonnay in St.Gilles at the junction of the canal Rhone a Sète and cruise through the heart of the Camargue, the alluvial plain of the Rhône delta, which was designated as a nature reserve as early as 1927. The area is famous for its small black bulls, wild white horses and pink flamingos, but also abounds with some 400 other species of birds as well unusual flora that thrives in the brackish marshes. On arrival there will be a short guided walking tour of Aigues-Mortes, originally a fortified seaport built by St Louis (Louis IX) as a departure point for the crusades, the town has remained virtually unchanged since the Middle Ages as a result of the coastline having receded some five kilometres.


Thursday: Aigues Mortes / Sete�We cast off early to cruise over breakfast and through the morning. The canal first passes through the drained marshland of the Camargue and crosses the river Vidourle before running along a narrow spit of land separating a series of “étangs” or salt water lakes from the Mediterranean. The lakes abound in wildlife; especially typical of the area are flocks of pink flamingos, summer visitors from Africa and the canal is often bordered by traditional fishermens‘ shacks that are in contrast with the modern architecture of the seaside resorts of La Grande Motte and Palavas les Flots a few hundred yards away on the coast. We moor in the early afternoon in Sète and there will be a short tour in the coach to the summit of Mont St Claire to admire the view of the old town and over the Mediterranean after which we drive around the étang de Thau to the charming town of Marseillan at the end of the Canal du Midi, which is unusual in being both a canal and a sea port. Here we visit the Noilly Prat building to discover how the famous Vermouth has been produced here since the early nineteenth century. We return to the Chardonnay at her mooring in Sète in good time to relax before our farewell gala dinner on board.


Friday: Sete�After breakfast, coach transfer to Nimes.


�Note: The route is run in reverse on alternate weeks. Excursions/mooring places and the route may be modified due to unforeseen circumstances.








Overnight - Libertel Terminus Est 


Friday 21 May 2004 


Paris, France 


Day at. leisure: (B) 


Overnight - Llbertel Terminus Est 


Saturday 22 May 2004 Paris, France 


Day at leisure. (B) 


Overnight - Libertel Terminus Est 


Sunday 23 May 2004 


Transfer to the airport for your departure flight. (5:30 AM pickup)


CDG Paris: Lufthansa FLT 5733 Depart 8:50A  Arrive Munich 10:25A


Munich Lufthansa FLT 424 Depart 11:35A Arrive Boston 2:00P





Misc. Information


eWaterways.com / Continental Waterways (Chardonnay)


	Cruise, Cruise	494 Eighth Ave


		New York, NY 10001


		Phone: 1-800-217-4447


		Fax:1-212-689-5456





Libertel Terminus Est	5, rue du 8 Mai 45 


	Paris, France 	Paris France 75010 


		Phone: 011-33-1-5526-0505 . 


		Fax: 01133155260500





Local Offices / Address: 


Shony Tour de France	Phone: 011-33-14-456-9600 


4, rue de la Michodiere	Fax: 01133144569601


Paris, France . 





If all else fails:


Richard Weinberg, Gate1 Travel


800 682 3333 or 215-572-7676  Ext 123


rweinberg@gate1travel.com


